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Visitors flock to enjoy a gardener’s delight
Sunny autumn weather, 12 delightful gardens –
all different, and three interesting guest
presenters attracted huge crowds to the Kandos
Gardens Fair. Organisers were absolutely
thrilled by the turnout of hundreds of visitors to
the district and the great atmosphere over the
two days. The opening of the Kandos CWA
event on the town square in front of the
community centre was packed with people
browsing the garden market, consuming CWA
tea and scones and drinking coffee on the piazza
while being entertained by the Kandos Bellz
dancers and the roaming ukulele minstrels.
Following the welcome to country by Lyn
Syme, Costa Georgiadis also welcomed
everyone with a quirky and humorous address
emphasising the unique attractions of the town
and the importance of community. Wild weed
forager Diego Bonetto and writer Fiona Ogilvie
also spoke enthusiastically about the popular
event.
Garden owners across the district were
overwhelmed by the number of visitors who
flocked to their gardens during the weekend.
From historic rural properties with extensive
lawns, native shrubs and stately European trees
to fenced-in practical suburban food and flower
gardens – there was something for everyone. It
was truly a gardener’s delight. Organisers were
absolutely thrilled by the response from garden
owners and visitors who came. They said the
whole vibe was so positive and everyone was
buzzing afterwards.
During his visit to the district Costa took time
out to call in to schools at Glen Alice, Kandos,
Rylstone and Lue. He was very engaging with
school students and explained how food grows,
the difference between fresh food and
processed food and how much healthier and
cheaper it is for us to grow and eat our own food.
Costa was very impressed by projects
undertaken by staff and students at the schools
and spent a lot of time discussing their plans and
giving them some valuable insights into
gardening and how to achieve the best results.
At Kandos High School he inspected a welldesigned garden project which had been drawn
up by the students and was very impressed that a
compost bin had been incorporated into the

design. He said compost was a magic ingredient
and explained that it needs to be dug into the soil
so that the sun and weather don’t destroy its life
giving properties. Following his inspection he
enjoyed a delicious and very healthy lunch
prepared by hospitality students. At Rylstone
Public School, students had also prepared some
healthy treats from their gardens including
cucumber, tomatoes and kale chips. Teacher,
Mrs Bev Balfoort cooked up a vegetable quiche
for everyone as well. Students from across the
district enjoyed his visit very much.

Peg Butler from Kandos discovered that she and
Costa both have a connection to the Bylong Valley.
Costa visited his godfather there many times as a
child while Peg’s aunt Evelyn King lived in the
valley.

Costa with Kandos Public School students Latara
Hammond, Rory Lomax, Felicity Evans and Ryan
Lawrence.

Community gets behind fundraiser for Casey
The local community really got behind the
recent fundraiser at the Globe Hotel, Rylstone
for Casey Astill who is currently undergoing
treatment for breast cancer. Hayden Burlington
who had his hair cut during an auction on the
day said it was a great success with a good
turnout.
“The support from the local community and
friends and family who travelled a long way to
be there was amazing.” Well over $20,000 was
raised on the day and Hayden said the family
have been overwhelmed by the generosity that
people have shown.
“The family have asked me to say a huge thank
you on their behalf to all the people and

businesses who have donated their time, money
and auction items to make the day a success.
There is no doubt that it will go a long way
towards helping Casey get through this most
challenging time. From my side, I would also
love to thank everyone involved, everyone who
donated and everyone who came on the day. To
start off with just trying to help out someone
who needed a hand by getting a haircut and to
end up with the day that we had was something
I don’t think any of us expected. It was great to
see the community spirit of everyone getting
behind someone who needs help. So many
people did so many things to make it happen
and a big thank you needs to go to all of them.”

Capers info
Community Capers is published by Kandos Rylstone
Community Radio Inc. (KRR) at PO Box 99, Kandos
NSW 2848. Funding has also been provided by the
Mid-Western Regional Council and we acknowledge
their support. Thank-you also to businesses and
individuals across the region who have placed
advertising or sponsored pages. Our publication could
not continue without your support. Thank you
everyone. Community Capers is a publication where
community groups and other organisations can list

Meals on Wheels

their meeting times, events, dates and venues. Please
send all information to the editor, Brent Barlow, 38
Mudgee Street, Rylstone, NSW 2849, or email him at
brenbar@winsoft.net.au or phone him on 6379 1020.
If meeting times or dates etc. change, please contact
Brent as soon as possible with corrections. Advertising
space is limited but we do require advertising support
to fund our newsletter. Usually it’s on a “first in, best
dressed” basis. If you wish to advertise or sponsor a
page, please contact Brian Neaves on 6379 4092.

Rylstone Kandos District Meals on Wheels
(RKMOW) supplies frozen meals to anyone
who is frail, aged or a younger person with a
disability and their Carers. You can contact
RKMOW on 6379 1519 or call into the
office at HealthOne Ilford Road, Rylstone.
Office hours are Monday to Thursday - 9am
to 4pm and Friday - 9am to 1pm.

Seniors awards
Senior’s week luncheons were held at the
Returned Services Community Club in Kandos
on Monday, April 4 and at the Rylstone Club on
Thursday, April 7. Both were well attended and
Senior’s Awards were presented at both
functions. Councillor Esme Martens thanked
everyone for coming and gave a special thanks to
Mid-Western Regional Council and a number of
others for sponsoring the Seniors Week events
across the region. She also thanked the band
B u s h r o c k f o r p r ov i d i n g s o m e g r e a t
entertainment.
During the Kandos luncheon, Cr Martens had the
honour of awarding first prize in the Seniors
Week Craft Competition to local senior Christine
Trejenza who also took out a commended
certificate as well.
This year’s Senior Award in recognition for her
achievements in supporting the community was
presented to Magdelina (Maggie) Swientek who
after immigrating to Australia in the 1950’s was
one of the founding members of St. Vincent de
Paul in Kandos. Maggie has been an active
member of the shop since it began and is one of
the oldest and longest serving members of the
society. The Rylstone Seniors Week Award for
2016 was presented to Bruce Fleming who
moved to the Bylong Valley as a young child and
was originally a grader operator with the
Rylstone Shire Council. From there he worked in
the office at the Kandos cement works and later
as an accountant in Lithgow. Over the years, Mr
Fleming has been a tireless worker for many
groups and associations including the RylstoneKandos Rescue Squad and the Kandos Museum
where he was patron. He has also been the author
of a couple of well researched books on Kandos.

Lana’s Peppermint
Grove Nursery
Florist Service
& Gift Lines
5 Oxley Street, Kandos 2848
Phone/Fax 6379 4313

Orders taken for flowers
For Mother’s Day (deliver on Sunday)

Maggie Swientek was presented with this year’s Rylstone Seniors Week Award recipient Bruce
Kandos Seniors Award by Cr Esme Martens and Del Fleming with Councillors Percy Thompson and
Smith, President of the Kandos Pensioners and Esme Martens.
Superannuants Association.

Queen’s Scout
A large gathering of scouts, family members and
friends were on hand at the Kandos Scout Hall
recently to see Tylanda Murray receive her
Queen’s Scout Award – the highest youth scouting
award achievable in the commonwealth movement
of scouting. To achieve this prestigious award a
Venturer Scout must be able to set a goal, plan
progress towards that goal, organise themselves
and others and maintain the determination to
overcome difficulties and complete the task. They
must also have achieved the Venturing Skills
Award and complete the requirements in the four
award areas. Each year only a few Venturer Scouts
achieve this prestigious award, which is presented
by the Governor and Chief Scout of New South
Wales, as a representative of the Queen, at
Government House. Applicants must achieve
their goals before their 18th birthday and during
this time Tylanda was studying for the HSC in year
12 at Kandos High School and also undertook the
challenge of walking the Kokoda Track in New
Guinea.
A number of fellow Queen’s Scout recipients were
on hand at the presentation including her father
Phillip Murray who also achieved his award in
Kandos. Tylander said she was proud to follow in
her dad’s footsteps. “I want to thank my father for
being my inspiration. All I ever wanted was to
follow in his footsteps to gain the Queen’s Scout
Award. I also want to thank all those who helped
me including my extended family, especially Nan
and Pop for being there throughout the journey.”
Former Scout Commissioner for NSW, Phil
Crutchley from Wollongong who attended the
ceremony said his association with Tylanda made
an impression on him and the way he feels about
scouts. “In this life, with all the distractions of
modern youth, she made it her goal to gain her
Queen’s Scout Award and followed through with
it,” he said.

Std. Weeping Camellias (in flower) or Azaleas
Great Mother’s Day gifts
Plenty of gift lines or gift vouchers
(Margaret Cauchi won $190 gift voucher)
Gift Vouchers and Flowers always available

Open 9.30am to 5pm Tuesdays to Fridays
(From May 1 closing at 4pm)
9.30am to 3.30pm Saturdays & Sundays
Closed Mondays

Three generations of the scouting Murray family,
Jack Murray (Pop) who holds the Silver Kangaroo
for ongoing service above and beyond the call,
Tylanda and her father Phillip Murray who now
both hold the Queen’s Scout Award.

Become a member of KRR

New members are always welcome at Kandos
Rylstone Community Radio (KRR 98.7FM). If
you’re interested in becoming a presenter and doing
an on air show, training is available. If you have a
particular type of music you’d like to play on-air or
ideas for a show, get in touch with any member or
committee member, or call into the station and pick
up a membership form. Membership is only $20 for
adults and $10 for juniors and pensioners and
includes two free barbecues a year. Age is no limit
and experience is not necessary. It’s a great way to
meet a group of friendly people. Call the station on
6379 4360 for more information.

Garden
Kandosweekend
Gardenssuccess
Fair

Funding
Kandos
for Gardens
Cottage Museum
Fair

Host an Exchange Student

Based on ticket sales organisers of the Kandos
Gardens Fair estimate that between 600 and 700
visitors, including train passengers from Lithgow,
viewed local gardens. Many of the visitors were
local, and many came from Mudgee, with others
from Newcastle, Bathurst, Dubbo, the Blue
Mountains, the Hunter and Sydney. After expenses
(including guest speakers, entertainers,
accommodation, promotion and printing) the group
raised around $5000 which will be split between
keeping a reserve for the next event, donations to the
CWA and donations to other community groups.
Funds totalling over $3000 were also raised by and
for other community groups including the Kandos
Museum, Rylstone Hospital, Rylstone Bowling
Club, Rylstone CWA and Ilford - Running Stream
CWA. Comments and suggestions from visitors,
participants and the community have generally been
extremely positive about the event overall. The
Saturday Garden Market was popular and wellattended, and the local schools thoroughly enjoyed
meeting Costa Georgiadis on the Friday beforehand.
“Thanks goes to Kandos Museum which ran two
trains on the Saturday (from Lithgow return and then
Kandos to Airly return) and provided shuttle buses
for the passengers. Their lunch was provided by
Rylstone CWA.
“Huge thanks also to the garden owners and their
friends and families who put an enormous effort into
preparing their gardens and running the show, as
well as looking after visitors all weekend.
“Thanks are also due to the many volunteers who
helped with the event, including those acting as
ticket sellers and gatekeepers across 14 venues.
More than 60 people volunteered their time over the
weekend.”
Further comments and suggestions are always
welcome at kandosgardens@gmail.com or
www.facebook.com/KandosGardensFair.

The NSW Government is providing more than
$11,000 to help support the Rylstone and District
Historical Society’s efforts to develop their
Cottage Museum. During his recent visit to
Rylstone, member for Bathurst Paul Toole said
the society has worked tirelessly since 1984 to
establish a much respected and popular attraction
in the town.
“I want to congratulate the Rylstone and District
Historical Society for their efforts over many
years to establish, grow and expand the Cottage
Museum. It’s housed in a simple 1890s
weatherboard home built for local blacksmith,
James Nash and it provides a fantastic insight into
what domestic and rural life was like back then.
Displays include costumes, rustic furniture,
kitchen and small farming tools, schooling and
musical instruments, together with photographs
of pioneers, the town and district.”
Minister for Regional Development John
Barilaro said community groups and societies
like the Rylstone and District Historical Society
make a significant contribution to local regional
communities bringing social, recreational and
economic benefits.
A spokesperson for the museum said the funds
will allow Rylstone and District Historical
Society to create much needed storage and
research space at the museum.
“This will allow the Society to create a dedicated
area for family history research with adjacent
filing and storage cabinets, storage for collection
items not on display and space for conservation of
items and photographic documentation. The
Society is thrilled to have this support from the
Department of Industry NSW.”

Have you ever thought of hosting a Rotary
Exchange Student? The Rylstone Kandos
district has the chance to have an 18 year old
female American student living in their
community for 12 months. However, to be
able to take advantage of this opportunity
Rotary needs to have local families welcome
her into their home for about three months.
The exchange will begin in July 2016 and end
in July 2017. A Rotary spokesperson said this
is a great chance to get to know someone
from another country and culture, and to
make a friend from another country.
“This is enriching for both the host family
and the exchange student. Many people who
have hosted students have made life-time
friends and have travelled overseas to be a
part of the exchange student’s life many years
later.”
An Exchange Student lives in your home and
is treated as a part of your family so they can
experience what it is like to live in the local
community. They go to school here and live
the Australian lifestyle. The student is also
supported by the local Rotary club and the
broader network of Rotary. Rylstone Kandos
has a long history of hosting International
Exchange Students and the benefits for
individuals, the school community and the
local community are significant. The Rotary
Club asks you to give this proposition
thought and seek further information. If you
are interested, please phone Amanda Roach
on 0427 794 319.

Bird survey
BirdLife Australia’s first 2016 Swift Parrot and
Regent Honeyeater survey weekend is coming up
on May 14-15, and they are seeking volunteers to
assist them by searching for these elusive birds. If
you cannot do a survey on those dates, they are
happy for people to get out a week either side of this
weekend, and as usual incidental sightings are also
welcomed. If you wish to participate in the
upcoming May 2016 survey or would like to report
sightings of either species, please contact one of the
members of BirdLife Australia's Woodland Birds
for Biodiversity team. Email Dean Ingwersen
(Victoria, Regent Honeyeaters), Caroline Wilson
(Victoria, Swift Parrots) or Mick Roderick (NSW,
ACT & QLD, Swift Parrots at
woodlandbirds@birdlife.org.au

Members of Rylstone and District Historical Society
Virginia Hollister, Terence Keen, Shirley Tunnicliff
(president) and Ed Windle receiving a very welcome Exchange Student from 2015, Kristine Pedersen from
cheque from Paul Toole MP.
Denmark with Claudia Fuller and Nikita Marshall.

Wraps are flowing in

The

RYLSTONE CLUB
Your Friendly Club
………………………….……………….……

New look
Wednesday Market
Night
50% Increase in prizes
now a total of 30
including fruit tray - meat trays
dairy packs - fuel vouchers and a
mystery prize

Tickets on sale from 7pm
draw starts at 7.30pm

Courtesy Bus available
Phone 6379 1109

Jo Williams from Wrap with Love has been
getting almost weekly deliveries of squares and
the occasional completed wrap from Mudgee and
district libraries through the Kandos Library, as
well as other squares dropped off at the Kandos
Charity Shop.
“This has been keeping me busy stitching and
labelling. So for the first quarter of the year 28
completed wraps have gone off to Sydney for
distribution within Australia and to needy
destinations around the world. This total so far is
18 wraps more than I had sent off this time last
year. Well done all you crafty people out there and
keep up the good work.”
Mrs Williams says she has several women who
are prolific knitters/crocheters but find it difficult
to acquire wool supplies for making the squares.
“So donations of wool, to help them keep going,
would be gratefully appreciated and can also be
dropped off at the libraries or at the Kandos
Charity Shop (please mark bags ‘Wool for Wrap
with Love’).”
Knitted or Crocheted squares of 25cms by 25cms
size are the easiest to put together for the wraps
but all work is accepted. If using size 4 needles
and 8 ply wool and casting on 50 stitches and then
knitting for 25cms this generally makes the best
size square. Use any stitch except stocking stitch
(as the knitting won't lie flat). A knitting group
still meets on the 1st Tuesday each month at
Mudgee Library from 1pm to 3pm.

Bruce’s
Nursery & Brick a Brac
Corner of Dabee Rd &
Angus Ave Kandos
In the old Martins Building.

Firewood Now Available
*Large range of Plants & Pots
*Bridge Timbers
*Garden Accessories
*Bricks *Steel

GOOD SHOP to BROWSE
Phone Bruce on

0427 721 839

Calendar of Events - May 2016
Sun
1

One Life Family
Church services,
10am every 1st, 3rd
and 5th Sunday at
the corner of Noyes
and Dunn Streets,
Kandos

8

Mon
2

Scouts meet at 6pm
on Mondays at
Kandos Scout Hall,
Cubs meet at
4.30pm.

9

Tue

Wed

3

Rotary meets every
Tuesday at the
Rylstone Club, 6.30
for 7pm.

18

17

23

KRSCC Markets on
the bowling green on
the last Sunday of
each month. Phone
6379 6591 to book a
site.

30

25

24

31

Rylstone Rural Fire
Brigade meeting at
7.30pm.

12
Kandos CPSA
meeting on 2nd
Thursday of the
month, 2pm at the
Kandos Ret. Serv.
Comm. Club.

19

Kandos CWA
meeting at 2pm.
*Rylstone-Kandos
Street Machine Club
meeting at 7.30pm.

Fri
6 Rylstone CWA
meeting at 10am.

13

Sat
7

The Kandos
Museum is open
every Sat, Sunday
and Thursday
from10am to 4pm.

14
Rylstone Artisan
and Producer
Market

21

20

Pop in Playgroup
10am to 12noon each
Wednesday at the Ryl.
Uniting Church Hall

Uniting Church holds
services at Rylstone at
9.30am every Sunday

29

Thur
5
*RKB&T meet at
6pm.

Kandos RSL Sub
Branch meeting.
*Ryl. Hospital
Auxiliary Meeting.

meets Sundays, 6.30pm
at the Anglican Church
Hall, Kandos. Phone
Jeffrey on 6379 6046.
Al-Anon contact
number: Pam at 6379
4613.

22

R/K VRA Rescue
Squad meeting at
7.30pm.

11

10

Cottage Museum,
Rylstone open every
Sunday from 10am to
3pm.

15
16
Alcoholics Anonymous

4

Kandos Markets

26

28

27

The Craft Group
meets at 10am each
Wednesday at the
VRA shed,
Rylstone.

Scrabble on 1st,
3rd and 5th
Thursday of each
month, 10am to
1pm at the
Rylstone Club.

Ryl. CPSA meet 12pm
at the Rylstone Club
for lunch.
*Community Radio
Station meeting,
7.30pm at KRR
studios 50 Angus Ave
Kandos.

Ladies Tennis, 9am
Thursdays at
Henbury Sport &
Rec. Club.

Sustainable Farming
and Seed Saving
Conference at
Mudgee over 3 days.

Storytime for kids,
10am to 11am
Fridays at Kandos
Library.

KRR
Broadcasting on
98.7FM

Dates for the Diary
May 1…Sacrament of Confirmation at Catholic Church, May 28, 29 and 30…Sustainable Farming and Seed Saving Conference at Mudgee.

Rylstone market day

Kandos Community Markets

The next Rylstone Artisan and Producer’s Market is on
Saturday, May 14. Come along, pick up a bargain or two
and enjoy the atmosphere at the Rylstone Memorial Hall
from 9am to 1.30pm. There’ll be lots of stalls, food and
drinks. To join the association or to have a stall at the
market, please phone the secretary, Therese Hay on 6358
8211 or 0425 242 510 or email
rylstonemarkets@hotmail.com.

The last Kandos Community Markets before the
winter recess are on Saturday May 21 in the grounds of
St Laurence Church, Kandos from 9am to 1pm. Come
along for some great bargains and interesting gifts,
enjoy a cuppa and have a bite to eat. There will be all
the usual stalls including fruit and vegies, books,
plants, handmade soy wax candles, Devonshire teas,
and a barbecue. For stall bookings, phone Rose on
6379 4179 or Joy on 6379 6097.

Knitting classes
The Convent & Chapel Wool Shop is offering knitting
classes to beginners as well as the opportunity for
knitters to grow their skills and take on new challenges
in small classes (maximum six) with personal tuition
by experienced, award-winning knitters. The two hour
classes are held in the Convent & Chapel Wool Shop,
Rylstone on Mondays fortnightly from 2.30pm to
4.30pm. Cost is $25 which includes 10% shop
discount voucher. Payment to be made at time of
booking the class. Learn to Knit 1 - May 9, Learn to
Knit 2 - May 23, Blankets - June 6, Cables - June 20,
Socks - July 4, Lace - July 18. To book, phone 0409 564
747 or email conventandchapel@gmail.com.

Juvenile Diabetes fundraiser

Tune into
Community Radio
KRR 98.7FM
24 hours a day

Rylstone Public School is hosting its first Type 1 FunRun on Friday, May 6 to raise money for the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF). The event will be
held in conjunction with the school’s cross country event.
Students
have been seeking the support of the
community to raise money and awareness for this very
worthy cause. Thank you to those who have already
supported the school children through sponsorship for
their Fun-Run. Once again this year Rachel Maher and
volunteers will be hosting their fourth barbecue breakfast
and cake stall out the front of Rylstone Ag Supplies, 74
Louee Street Rylstone on Friday, May 13 from 7.30am.
Please join them to help raise awareness and much
needed funds to improve the lives of all children living
with Type 1 Diabetes. For anyone wanting to donate to
JDRF to help find a cure, please visit
https://teamcurediabetes.everydayhero.com/au/rachel
all donations are tax deductible and are given a receipt.

Seed Savers
This year’s Sustainable Farming and Seed Savers
Conference will be held at Augustine’s Function
Centre at Royston Petrie Seeds, 50 George Campbell
Drive Mudgee on Saturday, Sunday and Monday May
28, 29 and 30. Speakers include Founding Member of
the Seed Savers Network Dr David Murray, Michael
and Louisa Kiely, Warren and Bryn Jones, Rowena
Petrie, Pat Collins, Peter Andrews, Dennis Grimshaw
and many more. For enquiries, phone Dennis on 6372
7904 or mobile 0428 588 552.

Pop in for playgroup
The Pop in Playgroup is on every Wednesday morning
from 10am to 12midday at the Rylstone Uniting
Church Hall. Call in, it’s a lot of fun. Cost is just a gold
coin donation and refreshments for children and
parents are available. Everyone is welcome. For
further information, contact Chris Hunt on 6379 0730.
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